
Hmmm... . . . .  sounds 
interesting!!!
� Alexander the Great and 

Julius Caesar were both 
epileptic.

� Castor oil is used as a 
lubricant in jet planes.

� One beaver can cut down 
as many as 216 trees per 
year.

� One in every 2000 babies 
is born with a tooth.

� One million tons of oil 
is equivalent to about 
13,000,000,000 kilowatt 
hours of electricity.

� Snails produce a 
c o l o r l e s s ,  s t i c k y 
discharge that forms a 
protective carpet under 
them as they travel 
along. The discharge is 
so effective that they can 
crawl along the edge of 
a razor without cutting 
themselves.

� Some baby giraffes are 

more than six feet tall at 
birth.

� Some frogs like the wood 
frog and some turtles can 
stop their heart and frost 
their tissues during winter 
and defrost after that

� Wearing headphones for 
just an hour will increase 
the bacteria in your ear by 
700 times.

� Whales can never focus 
both their eyes on the 
same object at once

� Intel is a shortened 
name for Integrated 
Electronics. 
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Amul is an Indian dairy 
cooperative based in 
Anand. The word Amul is 
derived from the Sanskrit 
word Amulya, meaning 
invaluable. Amul spurred 
India’s white Revolution, 
making the country the 
world’s largest producer 
of milk and milk products. 
In the process, Amul 
also became the world’s 
largest vegetarian 
cheese brand. Amul 
has an annual turnover 
of US $ 2.5 billion (2011-
12). Besides India, Amul 
has entered overseas 
markets.
Dr. Verghese Kurien, 
former chairman of 
the  GCMMF,  is 
recognized as a key 
person behind the 
success of Amul.  
Angered by the unfair 

trade practices, the 
farmers of Kaira District 
approached Sardar 
Vallabbhai Patel under 
the leadership of the 
local farmer leader 
Tribhuvandas Patel. 
Sardar Patel advised 
the farmers to form a 
cooperative and supply 
milk directly to Bombay. 
Thus the Kaira District 
Cooperat ive was 
established to collect 
and process milk in 
the District of Kaira in 
1946. The cooperative 
was further developed 
and managed by Dr. 
Varghese Kurien along 
with Mr. H. M. Dalaya, 
Dr. Kurien, a world food 
prize and Magsaysay 
Award winner, was 
the pioneer of this 
white revolution. The 

first modern dairy of 
the Kaira union was 
established at Anand.
The success of the dairy 
cooperative movement 
spread rapidly in 
Gujarat. Within a short 
span five other district 
un i ons -Mehsana , 
Banaskantha, Baroda, 
Sabarkantha and Surat 
were organized. In 
1973, the GCMMF was 
established. The Kaira 
District cooperative 
Milk producers’ union 
Ltd. established the 
brand name -Gujarat 
Cooperat ive Mi lk 
Marketing Federation 
Limited (AMUL).
I m p r e s s e d  w i t h 
development of dairy 
cooperatives in Kaira 
District and its success, 
Prime Minister Lal 

Bahadur Shastri, asked 
Dr. Kurien to replicate 
the Anand type dairy 
cooperatives all over 
India. Thus, the National 
Dairy Development 
Board was formed 
and operation flood 
p rog ramme was 
launched for replication 
of the Amul Model 
all over India. Amul’s 
product range includes 
milk powders, milk, 
butter, ghee, cheese, 
masti dahi, yoghurt, 
buttermilk chocolate, 
ice-cream & cream. 
The white revolution 
of India inspired the 
notable Indian film-
maker Shyam Benegal 
to base his film Manthan 
(1976) on it.
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The Ancient World

The Phoenicians were 
the greatest traders and 
seafarers of the ancient 
world. Their cities of Tyre 
and Sidon became centers 
of a vast trade network. They 
also set up colonies around 
the Mediterranean Sea. One 
was carthage, which became 
a great power and Rome’s 
rival. The Phoenicians were 
famous for their craft skills. They 
were particularly skilled in glass-
making and glass-blowing. 
They made funeral mask from 
colored glass. The Phoenicians 
lived along the eastern coast 
of the Mediterranean. In large 
ships made of cedar wood, they 
ventured as far as west as to 

Britain and down the African 
coast. Potters, ivory carvers, 
metal workers, and carpenters 
made goods for everyday use 
and for export. Goods traded 
included glassware, timber, 
cedar oil, and ivory. But their 
most famous export was a 
purple-red dye made from a 

kind of shellfish. 
They were such expert 
navigators that about 600 BC 
the Egyptian king Necho 11 
He fired Phoenician sailors 
to sail around Africa. The 
expedition is said to have 
taken three years. By about 
1000 BC, the Phoenicians 
had developed alphabet of 
22 letters. Vowels were later 

added by the Greeks. In time, 
the Greek version was adapted 
by the Romans for writing laten, 
and this forms the basis of the 
alphabet we use to write English 
today.
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World Heart Day

Ever heard this? Facts that raise the eyebrow!

One minute talk 
competition

C a r d i o v a s c u l a r 
diseases are the 
world’s largest killers, 
claiming 17.3 million 
lives a year. Risk 
factors for heart 
disease & stroke 
include raised blood 
pressure, cholesterol 
and glucose levels, 
smoking, inadequate 
in take of  f ru i ts 
and vegetab les , 
overweight, obesity 
and physical inactivity.
In partnership with 
WHO, that is world 
Heart Organization, the 
world Heart Federation 
organizes awareness 
events in more than 
100 countries including 
health checkups, 
organized fitness 
sess ions,  publ ic 
talks, stage shows, 
exhibition and sports 
tournaments.
World Heart Day, 
which was observed 
every year on last 
Sunday in September 
is organized by the 

world Heart Federation 
& has been celebrated 
a n n u a l l y  s i n c e 
1999. As of 2011, 
world Heart day is 
celebrated every 29 
September & no longer 
on the last Sunday of 
September. Together 
with its members, the 
world Heart Federation 
spreads the news 
that at least 80% of 
premature deaths from 

heart disease & stoke 
could be, avoided if 
the main risk factors, 
tobacco unhealthy diet 
& physical inactivity are 
controlled.
So at last, it is 
concluded that heart 
is the most sensitive 
& important part of our 
life. So keep it healthy 
& stay healthy.
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Two students of GPS 
(GSEB) Priya Singh of 
Std-IX and Yash Patel of 
Std-X brought honour to 
the school by bagging the 
second and the third prize 
respectively in one minute 
talk competition in Hindi, 

sponsored by Bank of 
Baroda. Students of Std-VIII, 
IX and X of various prominent 
schools participated in this 
competition. They were 
given topics on the spot and 
had to talk for a minute on 
that particular topic.

� There are 62,000 
miles of blood 
vessels in the 
human body – laid 
end to end they 
would circle the 
earth 2.5 times

� At over 2000 
kilometers long, 
The Great Barrier 
Reef is the largest 
living structure on 
Earth

� The risk of being 
struck by a falling 
meteorite for a 
human is one 
occurrence every 
9,300 years

� A thimbleful of a 
neutron star would 
weigh over 100 
million tons

� A typical hurricane 
produces the 
energy equivalent 
of 8,000 one 

megaton bombs
� Blood sucking 

hookworms inhabit 
700 million people 
worldwide

� The highest speed 
ever achieved on 
a bicycle is 166.94 
mph, by Fred 
Rompelberg

� We can produce 
laser light a million 
times brighter than 
sunshine

� 65% of those with 
autism are left 
handed

� The combined 
length of the roots 
of a Finnish pine 
tree is over 30 
miles

�  The oceans 
contain enough 
salt to cover all 
the continents to a 
depth of nearly 500 

feet
� The interstellar gas 

cloud Sagittarius B 
contains a billion, 
billion, billion liters 
of alcohol [JFrater 
is planning to move 
there in the near 
future]

� Polar Bears can 
run at 25 miles an 
hour and jump over 
6 feet in the air

� 60-65 million years 
ago dolphins and 
humans shared a 
common ancestor

�  Polar  Bears 
a r e  n e a r l y 
undetectable by 
infrared cameras, 
due to  the i r 
transparent fur

� The average 
person accidentally 
eats 430 bugs each 
year of their life

� A single rye plant 
can spread up to 
400 miles of roots 
underground

� The temperature 
on the surface of 
Mercury exceeds 
430 degrees C 
during the day, and, 
at night, plummets 
to minus 180 
degrees centigrade

� The evaporation 
from a large oak or 
beech tree is from 
ten to twenty-five 
gallons in twenty-
four hours

� Butterflies taste 
with their hind 
feet, and their taste 
sensation works on 
touch – this allows 
them to determine 
whether a leaf is 
edible
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