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Amazing Facts FACTS ABOUT 
PANAMA CANAL

• Over 1500 species of fish live on the 
Great Barrier Reef, representing 
10% of world fish species.

• When a meteor produces enough 
light to cast a shadow on the earth 
it is called a fireball.

• The combined length of the roots of 
a Finnish pine tree is over 48 km.

• We can produce laser light a million 
times brighter than sunshine.

• The oceans contain enough salt 
to cover all the containments to a 
depth of nearly 500 feet.

• The highest speed ever achieved 
on a bicycle is 268.66 kph, by Fred 
Rompelberg.

• The blood vessels, contains three 
types of vessels- arteries, veins 
and capillaries.

• The average person accidently 

eats 430 bugs each year of 
their life.

• In the USA railways are called 
‘railroads’ the first track to cross the 
USA was completed on 10th, May 
1869. It was the joint development 
of two companies, Union Pacific 
Railway and the Central Pacific 
Company.

• Flying fish are attracted to light. This 
habit allows fishermen to catch 
them easily.

• Trees grow from the top, not 
from the bottom as is commonly 
believed.  A branch’s location on 
a tree will only move up the trunk 
a few inches in 1000 years.

Contributed by :
Dipesh Mehta,

Urmi School

• The United States uses the canal the most, followed 
by China, Japan, Chile and North Korea.
• Between 12,000 and 15,000 ships cross the Panama 
Canal every year – about 40 a day.
• In 1963 florescent lighting was installed allowing the 
canal to begin operating 24 hours a day.
• The Canal transports 4 percent of world trade and 
16 percent of total US-borne trade.
• Nearly 20,000 French and 6,000 American workers 
died during the completion of the Panama Canal.
• The fastest transit was completed in 2 hours 
41 minutes by the US Navy’s Hydrofoil Pegasus 
in 1979.  

Contributed by: 

Dev Rai, Urmi School

TIME TO LAUGH

History of the Galapagos Islands

Bowerbird
(1) Teacher : Name two days of the week that 
start with “T”.
Pupil: Today and Tomorrow.
(2) Teacher : I see you missed the first day of 
school.
Kid: Yes, but I didn’t miss it much.
(3) Teacher : Why is your homework in your 
father’s handwriting?
Pupil : I used his pen!
(4) Teacher : You’ve got your shoes on the wrong 

feet.
Pupil : But these are the 
only feet I’ve got!

Contributed by :
Desai  Prutha, 

Urmi School

The Bowerbirds are among the 
most fascinating in the world. 
Some are spectacular, such 
as the male Regent Bowerbird 
(left) of eastern Australia whose 
colors are shocking in the deep 
wet forest. Others are very drab, 
like Vogelkop Bowerbird (male, 
below, at his bower, arranging a 
man-made item). It is these drab 
appearing males that build and 
decorate the most spectacular 
pieces of architecture in 
the avian world. Vogelkop 
Bowerbird, isolated in the Arfak 
Mountains on the Volgelkop 

Peninsula of western New 
Guinea, is the world's greatest 
bower-builder. Just look at the 
size of this "maypole" structure 
(below), compared to the size 
of the bird (he's in the lower 
right; he is actually the size of a 
medium-sized thrush). Twelve 
bowerbirds are restricted to New 
Guinea, but Australia hosts a 
fine variety of "avenue-builders." 
These "avenues" are rows of 
sticks imbedded in the earth 
between narrow passageways. 
Colorful objects are placed at 
either end to attract females to 

and then into the gallery. Many 
males "paint" the inside walls 
with plant juice to add color. 
Representatives are the Satin 
Bowerbird (lower left; his bower 
below) and Great Bowerbird 
(lower right; bower below). The 
Satin Bowerbird prefers humid 
climes and just loves the color 
blue (even a blue toothbrush!), 
while the Great Bowerbird lives 
in the dry rain-shadow west of 
the Atherton tablelands and 
prefers white and orange. 

Contributed by :
Surti Krishnaa, Urmi School

The Galapagos Islands are an archipelago of volcanic 
islands distributed around the equator, 965 kilometres 
west of continental Ecuador in the Pacific Ocean. The 
islands are all part of Ecuador’s national park system. 
They are farmed for their vast number of endemic 
species. The natural history of the Galapagos Islands 
has fascinated visitors since their most famous guest 

landed there in 1845. Darwin's observations during 
his voyage on the HMS Beagle laid the foundation for 
a theory that greatly impacted western thought --the 
theory of evolution. Amid the volcanic geography of 
these islands 600 miles in the Pacific Ocean, plant 
life takes root in basalt rock, centurion turtles roam 
and penguins swim in equatorial waters.

In the 450 years of human history, the islands have 
been used as prison colonies, naval ports and 
research stations. Come with us and discover an 
undiscovered land in the geology of the Galapagos 
Islands, a unique spot of the earth with an environment 
nearly untouched by man.

Contributed by:  Minal Kumari,  Urmi Sama

Mool means original from root. This was actually 
the place where Lord Krishna first came leaving 
Mathura. Legend is that after killing Kansa, 
Jarasandha became Lord Krishna’s prior enemy. 
He attacked Mathura 17 times and every time 
he was defeated by Lord Krishna and Lord 
Balarama.Finally it was decided by Lord that 
he will create new city which will defend from 
the enemy naturally. That was the formation 
of Dwarka. While Dwarka was made by Lord 
Vishwakarma, God of Architecture, at that time 
again Jarasandha attacked Mathura along with 
yavan king Kaalyavan. Kaalyavan was the king 
who had boon that he cannot be killed by any 
weapon. So Lord Krishna tricked him. He asked 
Kaalyavan for one to one fight and that to away 
from both the armies.  They went in a lonely place. 
Then instead of fighting Lord Krishna ran away 
teasing Kaalyavan. Kaalyavan got infuriated and 
chased Lord Krishna telling him Rannchhod ( 
Rann :- Battlefield, Chhod :- leave) . It ws this 
time that Lord got this name. And then Lord went 
to the cave near Jungadh called Muchkund cave. 
Here King Muchkund was sleeping. He had a 
boon from all devtas that he will remain asleep 
for long time and whoever tries to wake him up 
will be smeared into ashes. Lord Krishna put his 
ward robe on King Muchkund and hid inside and 

Kaalyavan thinking him to be Lord Krishan hit 
him. This woke up King Muchkund and when 
he saw Kaalyavan he was smeared into ashes. 
Thus again winning the battle tactically.  Jay 
Dwarkadhish….
The Dwarakadhish temple is a temple dedicated 
to Lord Krishna who is worshipped here by the 
name Dwarkadhish or ‘King of Dwarka”‘.The 
main shrine of the five storied building, supported 
by 72 pillars, is known as Jagat Mandir or Nija 
Mandir, and is believed to be 2500 years old.
Here you will find almost all forms of god from 

Lord Shiva to Lord Ganapati , Jagadamba Mata, 
Lord Dattatreya etc to temples of Lord main 
queens Satyabhama, Jambuvanti, etc. apart 
from Rukmini. Rukmini temple is located around 
two kms from Dwarka and I will show you in the 
next stop.The Dwarkadhish Temple is Pushti 
Marg Temple hence it follows the guidelines and 
rituals created by Shri Vallabacharya and Shri 
Vitheleshnathji. The present temple was built 
in 16th century, while the original temple was 
believed to have been built by Lord Krishna’s 
grandsonVajranabha and became part of 

the CharDham pilgrimages considered most 
sacred by Hindus in India after Jagadguru Adi 
Shankaracharya ,the 8th century reformer and 
philosopher, visited the shrine and even today 
a memorial within the temple is dedicated to his 
visit. Dwarakadheesh is the 108th Divya Desam 
of Lord Vishnu on the subcontinent, glorified in 
the sacred texts. The entrance to the temple is 
from the north also known as the Moksha Dwaar 
while towards the south is the Swarg Dwar from 
where a series of steps leads down to the banks 
of river Gomti. According to legend the temple 
was constructed in a single day by Vishwakarma, 
the lord of construction and architecture. The 
deity of Lord Dwarkadhish is made of shiny 
black stone and is about 2.25 feet in height. 
The four hands of the Lord Dwarkadhish carry 
a conch, wheel, a mace and a lotus each and 
is popularly known as ‘Shankh Chakra Gada 
Padma Chaturbhuj’. It is said that the deity 
was hidden for years to protect it from Muslim 
invaders while another deity brought from the 
Rukmini temple was installed in its absence. 
The original deity was reinstalled during the 16th 
century after the construction of the new temple.  
Jay Dwarkadhish………

Contributed by:
Jeenish Christian , Urmi School

Mool Dwarka

ÑÌíÏÛ ÑÁÏèÈ ÚíÒ Èë ÑâÇÖÌë ãÚÑâÔÒ ÍÇ ÌÅÈí 
ÌÉä Èë ÕâÈ ÚãÓÒâÇâ Ìâ 78 ÕwâäôÒ ¼ëÅèÈ áÌë áë» ÖÑÒ 
Áï½Ô¼âÈâÌâ »Ñô¿âÓä ÓÚä ¿è»ëÔâ Ï½ä¿âãïÖ½ë ÖâãÏÈ 
»Óä Àë. áâ ÒçÕâÌ ÕöDËÌí ÁçsÖí áâÁÌâ ÒçÕâÌí ÑâÃë 
áÌç»ÓÇ »ÓÕâ ÁëÕí Àë. »âSÑäÓÉä »nÒâ»çÑâÓä ÖçËäÌí 
áÌë ÁëÖÔÑëÓÉä áâÖâÑ ÖçËäÌí Í½ÍâÛâ ÍýÕâÖ 18 
Õ¼È ÍèÓí »Òíô Àë. ÈëÑÌí ÊâÕí Àë »ë ÈëÑÇë ãÕWÕÌí ÖâìÉä 
éï¿í ÍÕôÈ ÑâénÃ áëÕÓësÃ ÍÇ Ïë Õ¼È ÖÓ »Òíô Àë. 
áë» Ã÷íÔäÑâï Á#Óä ÖâÑâÌ áÌë Ïë ãÕ×âÛ ãÈÓï½â ÔæÌë 
»nÒâÐöÇ ÚtÒâ, ÏâÛ ÑÁèÓä áÌë vÒÖÌ Ñçã»È ÑâÃë 
ÖÈÈ Í½ÍâÛâ ÍýÕâ× »Óä ÓÚëÔâ Ï½ä¿âãÖï½ »âSÑäÓÉä 
»nÒâ»çÑâÓäÌä 19 Ñä Õ¼ÈÌä ÒâÝâ ÊÓãÑÒâÌ Èëáí áâÁë 
ÕÅíÊÓâÌâ ÑÚëÑâÌ ÏnÒâ ÚÈâ. Ï½ä¿âãÖï½ vÒãÉÈ Àë »ë 
ÐâÓÈäÒ ÒçÕâ ÖÑâÁ vÒÖÌÑâï ‘ïÊ½ä ÕëÅÎä ÓÚÒí Àë. ÕÛä 
»nÒâÐöÇ ÚtÒâ áÌë ÏâÛ ÑÁèÓä ÁëÕâ ÍýWÌÌë ÖÑâÁÑâï 
Áâ½öãÈ áâÕ Èë ÑâÃë Èëáí ÐâÓÈÌâ ½âÑë ½âÑ ÎÓä ÓÚÒâ Àë.

Contributed by:  Saumil Joshi, Vadodara

19 ÕwâôÉä ÖÈÈ Í½ÍâÛâ ÐâÓÈ 
ÐýÑÇ »ÓÈâ Ï½ä¿âãÖï½ ÕÅíÊÓâÑâï


