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Student motivation 
and learning!

Be a different you!Be a different you!
When we intentionally 
respond to the diverse 
needs of our students, 
we are differentiating 
the product, process 
or content of learning 
according to the 
learning style, interest 
or readiness of our 
students. A wealth of 
research suggests that 
by framing learning with 
student interests in mind, 
teachers can increase 
student motivation and 
learning. Additionally, 
by understanding 
the varying literacy 
strengths and habits 
of our students we can 
identify their "zone of 
proximal development" 
w h e r e  l i t e r a c y 
opportunities are not 
too hard as to frustrate 
or too easy to bore but 
just challenging enough 
to promote student 
learning. With a keen 

eye, we can observe the 
interests and strengths 
of our students and, 
when possible, we can 
consider these to plan 
learning opportunities 
for our students. By 

providing choice and 
respectful tasks, we 
can provide meaningful 
literacy experiences.
But, how can we identify 
student interests and 
strengths? While no 

tool is full proof, several 
transferable strategies 
can prov ide the 
continual feedback we 
need in order to plan for 
and guide the learning of 
all students.

Ways to Never Stop Learning
1. Enroll in continuing 
education courses.
Again ,  the  learn ing 
experience is a life-long one 
and obtaining a degree after 
high school has created 
some of the most successful 
careers in history. Enrolling 
in a college and obtaining 
a Bachelor’s, Master’s or 
Doctoral degree provides 
tremendous opportunity 
for establishing a highly 
successful career. This is one 
sure way to ensure that you 
never stop learning.

2. Visit your local library or 
bookstore.
By reading materials on a 
subject that you would like 
to know more about, you 
expand your knowledge 
with every page. There is 
something about reading 
that is transformative.

3. Ask Questions
Asking questions can lead to quite an 

education on your 
topic of interest, 
particularly when 
people see that 
you are really 
interested.

4. Try something new.
Doing something that you 
have never done before 
is a learning experience 
that can be both fun and 
educational. A new hobby, 
exercise routine or a sport 
you’ve never played can 
give you a new outlook on 
life and expose you to new 
networking opportunities.

5. Visit the elderly.
Visiting folks who are in the sunset years 
of life can be very rewarding. They love to 
tell the stories of the “good ole days” and 

share their life experiences. You can learn some valuable and 
little known lessons from them.

6. Watch TV.
Many see TV as a waste of time, 
but I’m not talking about those 
mindless programs with the 
influential and phony laugh tracks.
W a t c h i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l 
programming can teach us a lot 
about life. There are a number of 
educational networks where you 
can learn about history, animals, 
travel and a host of crafts that truly enhance your living and learning 
experience. 

7. Ride the technology wave.
As new technologies are 
developed and released, learn 
all that you can about them 
by reading or actually using 
them. Subscribe to a good 
tech magazine for the latest 
in the industry so that you are 
always in-tune with today’s 
advancements.

Express 
yourself 

creatively
Being creative helps 
you achieve your goals 
more effectively. It leads 
you to new pathways, 
and you will hardly 
believe what you find 
out about yourself. It's 
also a way of venting, 
and for teenagers, a 
way of finding yourself. 
Maybe you like a place 
that is quiet and feels 
private to you, such as 
the outdoors - calm, 
serene, and beautiful. 
Or maybe you have a 
bright colorful room that 
makes you feel artistic. 
Maybe you like starry 
nights - whatever it is, 
revel in it!

Never be afraid to try 
something new. If you 
want to try sculpting, 
go for it! If you don't like 
it, you can always just 
stop. But how will you 
know whether or not 
you're a secret writing/
painting/sewing genius 
if you never try it?

Find that one thing that 
is very much YOU, 
whether it be math or 
drawing or the tango! 
Be unique in your own 
way and find youself 
deep in what you like 
to do.

I believe we all wonder what 
makes us special. From the 
moment we are old enough 
to understand the concept of 
uniqueness I think we all want 
to know what it is that makes us 
stand out amongst all the rest of 
the people on earth. Then from 
there on we want to ensure 
that we remain distinctive in 
one-way or another. For some 
people it means becoming 

the best in their field and 
being remembered by future 
generations. Others do not 
focus on their own individuality 
so much as they try to fit the 
"norm" of their society but will 
still try to have some aspect of 
their life or personality that is 
truly theirs alone.

It is those people who enjoy 
themselves, accept ing 

who they are and whatever 
qualities and faults that they 
may have that allow their 
own special personalities 
and skills to project that most 
demonstrate how different 
we all are from one another. 
Not that we cannot learn and 
sometimes do the same things 
as other people but who we 
are should not be lost along 
the way.

Having a Purpose in Life Enhances 
Your Mind and Body Health

You'll never know what 
you're truly good at 
until you give different 
things a try. When you 
take action to find your 
strengths, you just 
might surprise yourself. 
Pe rhaps  the re ' s 
something you've 
always wanted to try, 
but you think that you 
wouldn't be any good 
at it. You simply won't 
know until you try!
When you discover 
your talents, it can be 
an eye opening and 
fulfilling experience 
for you. The things 

you're good at are 
often things you 
enjoy doing the most. 
Your talents could 
even stem into a full-
blown career where 
you wouldn't only be 
helping yourself, you'd 
be helping others too. 
In the end, the only 
thing you need to 
discover your talents is 
the will to keep trying. 
Once you've found your 
true talents, you'll enjoy 
fulfillment, success, 
fun, and happiness. 
Who wouldn't want a 
life filled with that ?

DiscoverDiscover
YourYour
Talents!Talents!

You come into this life not knowing 
what you are here for. Giving time, 
you settle on something to do. 
Sometimes, it takes you forever to 
find your purpose in life. So far as 
you find it, it doesn’t matter how long 
it took you and what position in life 
you occupy. After all who is competing 
with you? We all come with  different 
agenda and missions.
Some people find their niche quickly. 
Others take a lifetime. At the end of 
the day we all find something to keep 
us busy enough to contribute to the 
tapestry we’re all weaving to make 
this world a better place to live.
It therefore doesn’t matter what 
position you occupy in this world. 
You should attend to your work with 
the seriousness the job demands so 
you can help make this place you call 
home a better place than you met it. 
After all you have only one chance 
to contribute to this world. Or do we 
have more chances?

"Character cannot be developed in ease 
and quiet. Only through experience 
of trial and suffering can the soul be 
strengthened, ambition inspired, and 
success achieved." - Helen Keller 


